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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Sandbach  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1971  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District. 

Once  again  there  has  been  a  rise  in  the  estimated  population  of 
approximately  780.  This  is  the  largest  annual  increase  there  has 
ever  been  and  indicates  a  probable  trend  for  the  future.  Although 
no  new  council  houses  were  erected,  164  private  units  were  completed 
during  the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Sandbach  with  its  excellent 
communications  and  considerable  industrial  background  presents  an 
excellent  field  for  expansion  and  development. 

Increase  in  population  carries  with  it  the  necessity  to  provide 
increases  in  the  services  required.  The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
in  his  section  of  the  Report  points  out  the  necessity  of  employing  an 
adequate  number  of  up-to-date  vehicles  in  order  to  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse  in  this  expanding 
town. 

The  expansion  of  the  Hind  Heath  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  the 
provision  of  new  and  enlarged  sewers  caters  not  only  for  the  existing 
population  but  will  make  possible  future  development. 

Referring  to  some  of  the  important  vital  statistics  in  this  Report, 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  births  and  a  fall  in  the 
number  of  deaths  and  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  remains 
relatively  low  with  the  exception  of  measles.  The  majority  of  cases 
of  measles  occurring  do  so  in  school  children  just  entering  school 
and  it  is  particularly  unfortunate  that  this  should  be  happening  when 
we  have  a  very  good  immunising  agent  to  prevent  this  disease.  In 
the  death  tables  the  vast  majority  of  deaths  occur  under  the  headings 
of  cerebro- vascular  disease  and  ischaemic  heart  disease  which  is 
another  name  for  coronary  thrombosis.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a 
good  many  of  these  cases  occur  in  individuals  who  are  either  over¬ 
weight  or  who  smoke  excessively,  both  matters  which  are  very  much 
under  the  control  of  the  individual  himself. 

I  must  now  once  again  refer  to  the  problem  of  smoking  and  health. 
Premature  deaths  and  disabling  illness  caused  by  cigarette  smoking 
have  nationally  now  reached  epidemic  proportions.  The  number  of 
deaths  in  a  relatively  small  town  like  Sandbach  is  significantly  high. 
If  onto  these  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  are  added 


the  deaths  due  to  bronchitis,  which  in  a  large  measure  are  brought 
about  by  cigarette  smoking,  it  must  be  realised  that  we  have  here  a 
considerable  problem  and  the  tragedy  is  that  most,  if  not  all  of  this, 
could  be  prevented. 

The  association  between  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung 
was  first  worked  out  statistically  in  1951  by  Bradford  Hill  and  Doll. 
Following  this  report,  extensive  investigation  was  undertaken  by 
Clinicians  and  in  1962  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London 
issued  their  first  report. 

This  fully  confirmed  the  previous  statistical  findings  and  in  addition 
it  became  evident  that  heavy  cigarette  smoking  increased  seriously 
the  incidence  of  other  disease.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
following  incontrovertible  facts  lend  massive  support  to  the  argument 
against  heavy  cigarette  smoking  : 

1.  20,000  deaths  of  men  between  the  ages  of  35  and  64  are  caused 
by  cigarette  smoking,  mainly  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
coronary  thrombosis. 

2.  2  out  of  every  5  heavy  cigarette  smokers  die  before  65  as 
compared  with  1  out  of  5  non-smokers. 

3.  At  the  age  of  35  an  average  cigarette  smoker  (15  to  20  cigarettes 
a  day)  is  likely  to  lose  on  an  average  54  years  of  his  life. 

4.  Those  who  discontinue  smoking  run  steadily  diminishing  risks 
and  after  10  years  reach  the  same  state  of  risk  as  a  non- 
smoker. 

5.  Cigarette  smokers  are  much  less  likely  to  enjoy  retirement. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  the  first  reports  of  the  dangers  of 
smoking  were  received  by  the  medical  profession.  Doctors  them¬ 
selves  have  generally  given  up  cigarette  smoking  and  it  is  now  very 
clear  that  the  incidence  of  cancer  of  the  lung  in  Doctors  has  decreased 
very  considerably. 

I  must  refer  now  to  certain  important  sections  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Report.  I  agree  entirely  with  his  suggestion  that 
the  close  and  happy  relationship  existing  between  his  department 
and  the  public  which  now  prevails  is  most  important.  Everything 
must  be  done  in  the  scheme  of  reorganisation  to  see  that  this  is 
maintained,  continued  and  improved.  If  the  remoteness  which  is  all 
too  evident  in  the  larger  conurbations  develops  then  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Reorganisation  will  have  failed  as  far  as  Sandbach  is  concerned. 

I  would  now  like  to  refer  particularly  to  the  very  obvious  need 
for  additional  bungalows  for  the  elderly  and  frail,  a  point  made  very 
pertinently  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  There  are  over 
one  hundred  applicants  for  such  units  on  the  waiting  list  with  only 
a  few  vacancies  occurring  throughout  the  year.  The  need  therefore 


is  very  great  and  pressing  and  we  have  in  the  town  one  area  already 
cleared,  namely  at  Crown  Bank,  which  is  ideally  situated  and  should 
be  made  use  of  for  this  purpose.  I  know  that  it  is  being  considered 
for  additional  car  parking  facilities  but  it  would  appear  to  me  that 
it  could  be  much  better  used  for  bungalows  because  its  situation  is 
admirable  in  every  respect,  being  near  the  shopping  centre,  the  Post 
Office,  the  Churches  and  all  the  other  facilities  the  town  is  offering. 
I  would  also  like  to  suggest  that  the  Chapel  Street  area  in  its  re¬ 
development  should  also  be  considered  for  old  people’s  dwellings 
as  it  too  is  ideally  situated. 

Last  year  I  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  the  attendances  at  the 
Cervical  Cytology  Clinic  were  not  as  good  as  I  had  hoped.  In  recent 
months,  however,  we  have  been  able  to  make  use  of  the  Electoral 
Register. 

It  so  happens  that  the  County  have  been  able  to  put  this  on  the 
computer  with  the  result  that  we  are  in  a  position  to  write  to  all 
women  offering  those  appropriate  the  service.  The  result  is  that  we 
are  now  doing  two  sessions  per  week  in  Sandbach,  and  as  can  be 
seen  from  the  figures,  the  attendance  has  gone  up  very  considerably. 
It  is  to  be  expected  that  an  even  greater  rise  will  occur  in  next  year’s 
Report. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  very  full  report  in  the  contribution  he  makes  to 
the  Annual  Report ;  and  also  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Rees,  the  Council’s 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  his  contribution  to  this  report. 

I  have  always  had  the  fullest  co-operation  and  help  from  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  Mr.  D.  N.  Mills,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  his 
advice  and  help  when  dealing  with  matters  pertaining  to  the  work 
of  the  Council. 

I  beg  to  remain. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1970 
to  enable  comparisons  to  be  made 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  Population  ...  13,290  (12,510) 

Births 


Live  Births — 

Total 

Male 

Legitimate  ... 

...  253 

(228) 

135 

(112) 

Illegitimate 

6 

(11) 

3 

(3) 

Still  Births— 

Legitimate  ... 

4 

(5) 

4 

(3) 

Illegitimate 

... 

(1) 

- 

(1) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  average 
population  mid- 1971  . 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 
1000  of  the  population  . 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still) 
births . 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 
1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 


Female 

118  (116) 
3  (8) 


(2) 

(-) 


19.3  (19.1) 


16.0  (16.0) 


15.0  (24.0) 

12.0  (13.0) 
0.3  (0.47) 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows  : 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate .  5  (4)  5  (2)  -  (2) 

Illegitimate  ...  -  (-)  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  births  ...  19.0  (17.0) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  18.0  (18.0) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 

births .  20.0  (18.0) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 

births .  -  (-) 

Deaths 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  144  (151)  81  (83)  63  (68) 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  popu¬ 
lation  .  12.9  (12.1) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  of 

population  .  11.6  (11.7) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within  the 
district  during  the  year  : 


CAUSE 


Total  Male  Female 


•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

Bacillary  Dysentery  and  amoebiasis . 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  disease  . 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects . 

Plague  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Streptococcal  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

Smallpox  . 

Measles  . 

Typhus  and  other  rickettsioses . 

Malaria  . 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae  . 

All  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  ofBuccal  Cavity  and 

Planynx  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Oesophagus . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Intestine  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Lung  Bronchus  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Breast . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Uterus . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Larynx . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  Prostate  . 

Leukaemia . 

Malignant  neoplasms  -  other  . 

Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of  unspecified 

nature . 

Diabetes  mellitus  . 

Avitaminoses  and  other  nutritional  deficiency  . . . 

Anaemias  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  . . . 

Meningitis  . 

Multiple  Sclerosis  . 

Active  rheumatic  fever  . 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  . 

Hypertensive  disease . 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  . 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


2 


1  1 

1  -  1 


1  1 


1  -  1 

28  19  9 

9  5  4 
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Cerebrovascular  disease  . 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia . 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  . 

Asthma  . 

Peptic  ulcer . 

Appendicitis  . 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  . 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  . 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Abortion  . 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  puerperium . 

Congenital  anomalies  . 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  and  other  ranoxic 

and  hypoxic  conditions  . 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality . 

Symptons  and  ill -defined  conditions  . 

All  other  diseases  . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  . 

All  other  external  causes  . 


43  19  24 


12  6  6 

7  6  1 

1  -  1 

1  -  1 

2  1  1 

1  1 


1  1 

5  2  3 

8  6  2 

1  1 

1  1 

I  -  1 


144  81  63 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  E.  O.  Rae 

Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach 
Telephone  :  Sandbach  2970 

Mrs.  J.  Hudson 

Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach 
Telephone  :  Sandbach  2970 
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Statistics 


n 

O 

0) 

C 

Child 

Attendances 

Born  1971  Born  1970 

Born  1967-69 

15 

2 
•  ^ 

u 

■  '0 

n  i-i 

o  o 

0) 

c/3  O 

ag  g 

(u  lu 

O 

a  o  o 

0)  2  Q 

V.  o 

D  C 
w 

Health  Clinic 

1st 

Subs 

1st 

Subs 

1st 

Subs 

0 

n ' 

<  a 

Sandbach 

235 

1561 

207 

945 

123 

155 

3226 

102 

312 

3 

31.6 

Special  Clinics  for  Under  5 


Total 

No.  of 

Average 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

Clinics  held 

per  clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

10 

96 

32 

3.0 

(51) 

(272) 

(29) 

(9.3) 

Re- 

No.  of 

Average 

New  Cases 

Examination 

Clinics  held 

per  Clinic 

E.N.T.  Clinic  . 

.  12 

5 

11 

1.5 

(14) 

(18) 

(10) 

(3.2) 

Special  Clinics  for  School  Children 


New  Cases 

Total 

Attendances 

No.  of 
CUnics  held 

Average 
per  clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

.  68 

703 

32 

21.9 

(101) 

(506) 

(30) 

(16.8) 

E.N.T.  Clinic 

. 

.  38 

87 

11 

11.3 

(49) 

(106) 

(10) 

(10.6) 

Preparation  Class 


Total 

No.  of 

Average 

New  Cases  Attendances 

Clinics  held 

per  clinic 

Preparation  Class 

.  78  652 

48 

13.5 

(85)  (562) 

(52) 

(10.8) 
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Welfare  Foods  Sold  -  1971 


National  Dried  Milk 

A.  &  D. 

Cod 

Orange 

A.D.C. 

Distribution  Centre 

Full  Cream 

Half  Cream 

Tablets 

Liver  Oil 

Juice 

Drops 

Clinic  Centre,  Sandbach 

89 

156 

49 

3741 

370 

(93) 

(-) 

(262) 

(120) 

(3796) 

(-) 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Midwifery  and  home  nursing  in  the  town  is  carried  out  by  the 
following  nurses  : 


Hoyle,  1.  (Mrs.)  9  Offley  Avenue,  Sandbach 

{Home  Nursing  Duties) 

Clay,  R.  (Mrs.)  87  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbaoh 

{in  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  Duties) 

Hibbert,  C.  (Mrs.)  1 1  Plant  Lane,  Elton 


Sandbach  2852 


Sandbach  2256 


Sandbach  2556 


Howard,  A.  (Mrs.)  17  Queen’s  Drive,  Sandbach  Sandbach  3487 

{Part-time  -  Home  Nursing  Duties) 


It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  work  of  our  Home  Nurses  and 
Midwives  has  gone  on  at  the  same  high  standard  and  without  a  single 
complaint. 


Once  again  numerous  items  of  equipment  have  been  loaned  out 

the  nursing  of  cases  in  their  own  homes. 


in  order  to  assist  with 

Air  Beds 
Air  Cushions 
Air  Rings 
Back  Rests 
Beds 

Bed  Cradles 
Bed  Pans 


Commodes 

Crutches 

Eneuresis  Blankets 
Feeding  Cups 
Handy  Spring  Pole 
Hoist 

Mackintosh  Sheets 


Mattresses 
Ripple  Bed 
Rubber  Sheets 
Urine  Bottles 
Wheel  Chairs 


We  are  constantly  enlarging  and  improving  our  equipment  and 
we  are  open  to  receive  suggestions  in  all  cases  where  special  items 
of  equipment  are  needed. 


Births 

Once  again  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  with  273  births  notified 
there  have  been  no  maternal  deaths. 
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Cervical  Cytology  -  Sandbach 


No.  of 
Sessions 

No.  of 
Attendances 

Negative 

(a) 

Result  of  Examination 

No.  in 

For  Investigation  (b)  found 

(b)  Positive 

29 

364 

364 

2  — 

Meals  on  Wheels 

1971  was  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  service  and  it  enables  the 
W.R.V.S.  to  keep  a  wonderful  contact  between  themselves  and  the 
recipients. 

The  drivers  and  aides  who  work  to  a  rota  do  many  little  kind¬ 
nesses  and  give  help  when  it  is  needed. 

From  January  to  the  end  of  December,  4,555  meals  were  delivered 
which  is  an  increase  on  last  year. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


Completed  Primary  Courses  -  Persons  under  age  16 

(South  East  Cheshire) 


Others  Total 

Year  of  Birth  Under  At  By 


Type  of  Vaccine 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967-64 

16 

Clinics 

G.P.’s 

Quadruple  . 

_ 

— — 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Triple  (D/W.C./T) 

36 

761 

336 

13 

1 

10 

401 

756 

Diph. /Whooping  C. 
Diph./ Tetanus 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Tetanus  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Polio -Salk  . 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

Polio -Sabin  . 

37 

750 

335 

13 

1 

5 

394 

747 

Measles  . 

1 

466 

467 

121 

50 

17 

411 

711 

German  Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

415 

361 

54 
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Reinforcing  Doses  -  Persons  under  age  16 
(South  East  Cheshire) 


Type  of  Vaccine 

Year  of  Birth 
1971  1970  1969 

1968 

1967-64 

Others 

Under 

16 

Total 

At  By 

Clinics  G.P.’s 

Quadruple  . 

Triple  (D/W.C./T) 

—  3  12 

4 

30 

26 

23 

Diph. /Whooping  C. 
Diph. /Tetanus 

—  —  2 

3 

572 

105 

331 

351 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

-  - 

' 

— — 

■ 

Tetanus  . 

—  —  — 

— 

— 

692 

504 

188 

Polio -Salk  . 

Polio -Sabin  . 

—  —  — 

— 

90 

691 

655 

126 

Tuberculosis 

For  comparative  purposes,  I  have  recorded  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  during  1971  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications  of 
this  disease  received  each  year  since  1962. 


Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

We  have  continued  to  use  the  new  laboratory  at  Chester  and  I 
should  like  to  pay  tribute  once  again  to  the  services  given  and  the 
help  and  advice  from  the  Pathologist  in  charge. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

Sandbach  Urban  District  is  supplied  with  River  Dee  water  from 
Hurleston  Treatment  Works. 

River  Dee  water  is  moderately  hard.  Regular  bacteriological 
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samples  are  taken  and  the  water  has  been  generally  satisfactory,  both 
in  quantity  and  quality. 

Extension  of  mains  have  been  carried  out  to  serve  new  housing 
development  and  in  some  cases  to  improve  existing  supplies. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  further  work  was  carried  out  on  the  preparation 
of  the  scheme  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Hind  Heath  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Valley  Sewer.  The 
necessary  land  for  the  extensions  was  acquired  and  in  advance  of 
the  main  scheme  the  sludge  pressing  plant  was  installed  so  as  to 
alleviate  the  difficulties  being  experienced  in  sludge  disposal. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  next  work,  that  of  the  diversion  of  the 
River  WTieelock,  will  be  carried  out  during  the  summer  of  1972,  and 
the  main  contract  let  in  the  autumn  of  that  year. 


Housing 

No  Council  housing  was  carried  out  during  the  year  but  164 
houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  during  the  year  : 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1971 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION 


DISEASE 

Under 

1 

1- 

2- 

3-  4-  5-9 

10-14 

15.24  25  + 

Total 

Cases 

admit 

to  ho; 

Infective  Hepatitis 

« 

-  2 

-  2 

4 

Measles 

4 

8 

12 

9  9  46 

3 

1 

92 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

1 

-  -  6 

- 

- 

7 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

Notifications  —  1962  to  1971 


19 

p 

62 

NP 

F 

p 

>63 

NP 

19 

p 

64 

NP 

19 

p 

65 

NP 

19 

p 

>66 

NP 

19 

p 

67 

NP 

19 

p 

68 

NP 

19 

p 

69 

NP 

F 

p 

)70 

NP 

F 

p 

?71 

NP 

Male 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  4 

1 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

1 

35-44 

1 

1 

45-54 

1 

55-64 

1 

65  and 
over 

1 

Female 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  4 

5-14 

15-24 

1 

1 

25-34 

35-44 

2 

45-54 

55-64 

1 

65  and 
over 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

I 

1 

1 

1 

- 

12 


Deaths 


1962  to  1971 


19( 

p 

52 

NP 

19 

p 

63 

NP 

19 

p 

64 

NP 

19( 

p 

55 

NP 

19 

p 

66 

NP 

19( 

p 

57 

NP 

19( 

p 

58 

NP 

19 

p 

69 

NP 

19 

p 

70 

NP 

19 

p 

►71 

NP 

Male 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

1 

65  and 
over 

1 

1 

Female 

Up  to 
.1  year 

1-  4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65  and 
over 

Total 

1 

Cases  on  Register  at  31st  December  1971 


Up  to  65  & 

1  yr.  1-4  5-14  15-24  25-34  35-44  45-54  55-64  over  Total 


Male  Pulmonary  .  -  -  -  -  2  1  3  11 

Female  Pulmonary .  -  -  -  12  1  1  1  1 

Male  Non -Pulmonary  ...  ---2  -  -  -  12 

Female  Non -Pulmonary  ...---1-  1  -  -1 
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I'he  following  sections  of  this  report  have  been  contributed  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers. 


Public  Health  Inspection 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  during  1971  .  3820 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  1971 .  99 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1971  97 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/71  ...  5 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  1971 . 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1971  1 

Number  of  Court  Proceedings  during  1971 .  2 


The  above  statistics  relate  to  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  but  it  needs  to  be  pointed  out  that  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  is  also  the  Housing  Manger  and  many  additional 
inspections  and  visits  are  made  in  connection  with  Council  house 
management  and  maintenance.  The  two  services.  Public  Health  and 
Housing,  have  now  been  administered  jointly  for  some  ten  years 
and  it  is  felt  that  this  arrangement  has  worked  very  successfully  from 
all  points  of  view. 

With  Local  Government  reorganisation  in  1974  the  smaller 
District  Councils  will  be  absorbed  into  larger  units.  It  is  accepted 
that  this  is  intended  to  be  in  the  interests  of  efficiency  and  economy 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  close  and  happy  relationship  with  the  public, 
such  as  exists  in  an  area  like  Sandbach,  will  not  be  replaced  by  the 
atmosphere  of  remoteness  and  anonymity  which  prevails  in  some  of 
the  existing  large  units  of  Local  Government.  In  Public  Health 
work,  perhaps  more  than  in  any  other  service,  it  is  essential  that  good 
personal  contact  should  promote  a  spirit  of  confidence  between  the 
public  and  the  administrators.  It  will  be  for  the  officials  as  well  as 
the  elected  members  of  the  new  Councils  to  endeavour  to  see  that 
the  best  features  of  the  old  system  are  carried  forward  to  the  new 
one,  and,  above  all,  to  strive  to  ensure  that  the  public  as  a  whole 
benefits  from  the  changed  administration. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection 

For  a  number  of  years  the  report  under  this  heading  has  related 
details  of  an  inadequate  service  struggling  to  cope  with  constantly 
increasing  housing  development.  The  picture  for  1971  is  very  much 
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brighter.  Following  a  work  study  investigation  a  new  pattern  of 
collection  linked  to  an  incentive  bonus  scheme  was  put  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  1st  March.  Various  difficulties  subsequently  arose  from  time 
to  time,  but  these  were  overcome  and  a  weekly  collection  was 
maintained  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  Council  is 
fortunate  in  having  a  good  set  of  employees  in  this  section  and 
absenteeism  is  extremely  low. 

On  the  Brookfields  Estate,  a  private  development  where  the  con¬ 
struction  of  419  houses  is  planned,  a  plastic  bin -liner  scheme  was 
instituted  and  at  the  end  of  1971  the  first  100  completed  houses  were 
being  serviced  in  this  way. 

One  new  50  cubic  yard  compression -type  collection  vehicle  was 
brought  into  use  on  1st  January  and  shortly  afterwards  an  order  was 
placed  for  a  further  simitar  vehicle,  delivery  of  which  was  expected 
early  in  1972.  For  the  latter  half  of  1971  use  was  made  of  a  hired 
collection  vehicle  in  preference  to  spending  a  substantial  sum  on 
repairs  to  an  older  vehicle. 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  collected  up  to  30th  September  was  deposited  on  the 
Council’s  tip  at  Moss  Lane.  Thereafter  the  tip  was  closed  and  refuse 
was  then  taken  to  the  Alsager  U.D.C.  pulverisation  plant  which  is 
situated  four  miles  from  the  centre  of  Sandbach.  The  cost  for  the 
use  of  this  plant  will  undoubtedly  be  high  when  compared  with  the 
previous  method  of  filling  low-lying  land  with  untreated  refuse  and 
attempting  to  “control”  it  with  an  inadequate  amount  of  covering 
material  ;  but  from  the  public  health  point  of  view  the  advantages 
should  be  well  worth  the  additional  expenditure. 

It  is  proposed  to  sell  the  site  of  the  Moss  Lane  tip  to  the  firm  which 
operates  an  adjacent  industrial  tip.  The  site  of  the  Malkins  Bank 
tip  which  received  the  Sandbach  refuse  for  25  years  until  it  was 
abandoned  in  1968,  was  recently  passed  to  Congleton  Rural  District 
Council  who  intend  to  reclaim  the  land  and  incorporate  it  in  a  golf 
course  which  is  being  planned  in  that  area. 


Civic  Amenities  Acts  1967 

A  locked  compound  at  Newall  Avenue  Depot  is  available  for 
persons  wishing  to  dispose  of  old  cars,  and  good  use  has  been  made 
of  this  facility.  It  did  not  become  necessary  on  any  occasion  during 
1971  for  the  Council  to  invoke  the  provisions  of  the  legislation  by 
removing  an  abandoned  vehicle. 
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A  free  collection  service  is  operated  for  bulky  household  items 
and  bagged  garden  rubbish.  These  special  collections  are  carried 
out  on  Thursday  morning  each  week  and  householders  are  increas¬ 
ingly  taking  advantage  of  it.  It  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  the 
success  of  this  system  is  indicated  by  the  very  few  cases  of  illicit 
dumping  which  come  to  notice.  Other  Sandbach  residents  who  wish 
to  make  their  own  arrangements  for  removing  substantial  quantities 
of  rubbish  are  allowed  facilities  for  disposal  at  the  Alsager  pulveri¬ 
sation  plant. 


Supply  of  Dustbins 

The  Council  does  not  operate  a  Dustbin  Scheme  under  Section 
75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  but  a  supply  of  dustbins  is  kept 
for  sale  on  request  and  257  properties  were  supplied  in  this  way. 
All  bins  issued  by  the  Council  have  rubber  lids. 


Conservancy 

Fortunately,  very  few  properties  in  the  Urban  District  are  un- 
sewered.  The  pail  closets  at  eight  houses  situated  around  the  fringe 
of  the  area  are  emptied  weekly  by  the  Congleton  Rural  District 
Council  at  an  agreed  annual  charge.  In  addition,  it  is  found  very 
convenient  to  make  use  of  this  service  in  connection  with  the 
caravans  attached  to  the  amusement  fairs  which  visit  Sandbach 
Commons  several  times  each  year. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  cleaning  and  maintenance 
of  the  two  sets  of  public  conveniences  adjoining  the  Market  Hall 
and  at  the  entrance  to  Sandbach  Park. 

Whilst  the  standard  of  use  of  public  conveniences  rarely  shows  any 
improvement,  it  is  at  least  possible  to  say  that  in  the  past  year  less 
damage  than  usual  has  been  experienced. 
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HOUSING 


Unfit  Houses 

(a)  Individual  Houses 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Dem¬ 
olition  Orders  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  3 

Number  of  Local  Authority-owned  houses  demolished  9 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  17(1) 

Housing  Act  1957  .  3 

Number  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  under¬ 
takings  given  by  owners . 

(b)  Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Areas  declared  during  the  year  . 

Number  of  Orders  made  during  the  year . 

Number  of  houses  demolished . 

(c)  Rehousing  from  Unfit  Houses 

Number  of  families  rehoused  .  4 

Number  of  persons  rehoused  .  10 

(d)  Unfit  Houses  purchased  by  Agreement . 

Three  individual  privately-owned  houses  were  demolished.  Three 
further  houses,  each  being  part  of  a  group  of  properties,  were  the 
subject  of  Closing  Orders  under  Section  17(1). 

The  one  remaining  tenant  in  the  East  Elworth  cottages  was 
eventually  rehoused.  The  Council,  having  previously  purchased  this 
group  of  ten  houses,  were  thus  able  to  demolish  them  and  leave  the 
site  available  for  the  proposed  redevelopment  by  way  of  a  combined 
Part  III /Flatlets  scheme. 

Little  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  unfit  houses  in 
Chapel  Street.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  area  needs  to  be 
cleared,  but  the  rehousing  of  the  residents  and  planning  the  re¬ 
development  of  the  site  are  integral  matters  which  needs  the  urgent 
consideration  of  the  Council. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  Council  have  not  yet  established  any  Improvement  Areas  but 
have  continued  the  policy  of  encouraging  and  persuading  owners  of 
grouped  properties  to  improve  their  individual  houses  and  thus 
secure  the  standard  throughout  these  small  unofficial  areas.  It  is 
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intended  in  the  near  future  to  commence  a  superficial  survey  of  all 
the  properties  in  the  Urban  District  so  that  full  information  may  be 
available  on  which  to  plan  future  strategy. 


“Discretionary”  Grants 

Applications  received  during  1971  ...  . .  3 

Applications  approved  during  1971 .  2 

Application  not  approved  during  1971  .  1 

The  two  cases  approved  were  both  in  respect  of  houses  purchased 
for  owner- occupation. 

The  application  which  was  not  approved  involved  the  conversion 
of  some  farm  buildings  into  three  houses  and  two  flats. 


Standard  Grants 


Owner!  Occupier  Tenanted 


Applications  received  during  1971  . 

19 

5 

Applications  approved  during  1971 . 

18 

4 

Applications  not  approved  during  1971  ... 

1 

1 

Dwellings  improved  during  1971  . 

14 

13 

Amount  paid  in  grants  during  1971 . 

£3175 

Average  grant  per  house  . 

£117 

Amenities  provided 

(a)  Fixed  bath  . 

14 

(b)  Shower  . 

- 

(c)  Wash-hand  basin  . 

13 

(d)  Hot  water  suppy  (to  any  fittings)  . 

16 

(e)  Water  closet  (1)  within  dwelling . 

26 

(2)  accessible  from  dwelling 

- 

( f )  Sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

The  two  applications  which  were  not  approved  for  grant  concerned 
properties  which  were  considered  to  have  an  insufficient  remaining 
life. 


Qualification  Certificates 

Applications  received . 

Qualification  Certificates  (Sec.  45)  granted 
Certificates  of  Prov.  Approval  (Sec.  46)  . 
Qualification  Certificates  refused 


4 

2 

1 

1 
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It  is  felt  that  the  procedure  involved  in  the  application  of  the 
legislation  is  cumbersome  but  it  undoubtedly  provides  encourage¬ 
ment  for  the  good  landlords  and  some  incentive  for  those  landlords 
who  have  previously  been  reluctant  to  spend  money  on  the  upkeep 
and  modernisation  of  their  properties. 


Rehousing 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  latest  position  with  regard  to 
the  Register  of  Applicants  for  tenancies  of  Council  houses  and  flats  : 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  for  less  than  1  year .  107 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  between  1  and  2  years .  23 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  between  2  and  3  years .  12 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  over  3  years .  6 


Total  number  of  “live”  applicants  on  current  register  ...  148 


28  applicants  from  the  general  waiting  list  were  rehoused  during 
1971,  together  with  one  family  from  a  “condemned”  house. 

In  addition,  there  are  119  applicants  on  the  bungalow  waiting  list, 
4  cases  having  been  accommodated  during  the  year.  Three  single 
persons  were  provided  with  accommodation  in  Lightley  Court  Old 
People’s  Flatlets,  leaving  44  cases  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

There  appears  to  be  a  very  obvious  need  for  the  provision  of 
additional  bungalows  for  elderly  and  infirm  persons.  The  Council 
own  only  62  bungalows,  and  the  demand  for  this  type  of  accommo¬ 
dation  is  indicated  by  a  constant  waiting  list  of  over  100  applicants. 
Furthermore,  better  progress  could  be  made  with  the  clearance  of 
unfit  houses  if  more  units  for  the  rehousing  of  elderly  people  were 
available.  The  position  will  be  somewhat  alleviated  by  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  22  flatlets  in  the  East  Elworth  scheme  in  1973-74  but  it  has 
to  be  accepted  that  flatlets  in  a  communal  scheme  are  not  a  direct 
alternative  to  bungalows. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

The  licence  in  respect  of  a  site  of  25  residential  caravans  was 
renewed  for  a  further  period  of  10  years  with  very  little  alteration 
to  the  licence  conditions.  The  caravans  on  the  site  are  of  a  high 
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standard,  each  incorporating  its  own  water  closet  and  bath  or  shower; 
thus,  most  of  the  communal  facilities  which  so  often  detract  from 
such  sites  are  not  required  in  this  instance.  Two  infringements  of  the 
licence  conditions  came  to  notice  during  the  year  and  these  points 
were  remedied  without  recourse  to  formal  action. 

One  short-term  licence  for  an  individual  caravan  expired  during 
1971,  and  there  are  no  other  licensed  sites  in  the  area. 


FOOD 


Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection 

The  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  Urban  District  has  been 
continued  in  use  throughout  the  year.  There  was  a  change  of  licensee 
in  September  but  this  had  no  effect  on  the  general  conduct  of  the 
business.  The  operation  of  the  slaughterhouse  has  been  satisfactory 
and  a  number  of  minor  improvements  to  the  premises  and  facilities 
have  been  effected  during  the  year.  Most  of  the  meat  is  produced  for 
consumption  in  other  areas,  the  intensively -reared  calves,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  being  sent  to  the  London  market. 

The  Council  again  reviewed  the  hours  of  slaughtering  in  relation 
to  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966.  Having  in 
mind  the  imminence  of  Local  Government  reorganisation,  and  with 
the  agreement  of  the  licensee,  it  was  decided  to  make  certain  altera¬ 
tions  to  correspond  with  slaughtering  times  in  the  areas  of  neigh¬ 
bouring  Authorities. 

Meat  Inspection  charges  were  also  reviewed  in  the  light  of  the 
Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1971.  New  rates  were 
fixed,  slightly  less  than  the  permitted  maximum,  regard  being  had 
to  the  actual  cost  of  the  service. 
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Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Total 

Animals  slaughtered  and 

Inspected  .  35  918  2990  406  6  4355 

(There  were  no  horses  slaughtered  in  the  Urban  District  during  1971) 

CONDEMN  A  TIONS 


All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ; 


Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

1 

71 

23 

-  - 

95 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

10 

731 

9 

4  2 

756 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . 

31% 

87% 

1% 

1%  33% 

19% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspvected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . 

. 

_ _ 

_ 

-  - 

—  • 

Analysis  in  lb.  of  Condemned  Meat 


Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Parasites  and  Cysts  . 

7354 

8 

1 

- 

Angioma  . 

864 

- 

- 

- 

Dropsy  . 

21614 

- 

- 

- 

Actinomycosis  . 

172 

- 

- 

- 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

949 

73 

- 

2 

Septicaemia  . 

2048 

466 

- 

- 

Pericarditis  . 

88 

- 

- 

- 

Leukaemia  . 

314 

- 

- 

- 

Abscesses  . 

1305 

122 

- 

- 

Emaciation  ...  . . 

24 

- 

- 

Pyaemia  . 

- 

648 

- 

- 

Tumours  . 

378 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis  . 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous  and  Injury  ... 

7845 

155 

- 

64 

42941 

1496 

7 

66 

Two  cases  of  localised  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  detected  and  the 
carcases  were  submitted  to  refrigeration. 
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The  figures  below  show  the  average  beef  condemnations  in  recent 
years,  but  the  quality  of  cattle  passing  through  Sandbach  slaughter¬ 
house  varies  from  time  to  time  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  relate  these  figures  to  any  obvious  pattern.  However,  the  high 
percentage  of  beasts  affected  in  some  degree  with  disease  and  the 
amount  of  beef  shown  as  condemned  by  reason  of  “dropsy”  will 
give  some  indication  of  the  class  of  animal  which  is  commonly 
involved. 


Average  amount  condemned  per  Beast  Slaughtered 


All  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  only 

1968 

23  lb 

0.051b 

1969 

55  lb 

. . .  — 

1970 

30  lb 

— 

1971 

45  lb 

— 

Slaughter  of  Animals 

Act  1968 

Four  applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  approved. 

Poultry  Processing  Establishments 

There  are  no  Poultry  Processing  Establishments  in  the  Urban 
District. 

Food  Hygiene 

Regular  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  made  throughout 
the  year  and  many  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in 
consequence. 

There  is  good  co-operation  with  the  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  whereby  all  plans  of  food  premises  submitted  to  him  are 
passed  to  the  Health  Department  for  comment. 

The  number  of  Food  Premises  (in  broad  categories)  in  the  Urban 


District  is  as  follows  : 

Bakehouses  .  3 

Butchers  .  7 

Cafes  .  4 

Clubs  .  10 

Confectioners .  11 

Fishmongers  .  2 

Fried  Fish  .  9 

Greengrocers  .  6 

Grocers  and  General  .  42 

Public  Houses,  etc .  25 

School  Canteens  .  7 

Slaughterhouses  .  1 

Supermarkets .  3 

Works  Canteens  ...  9 
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In  addition,  55  stalls  in  the  Council’s  weekly  market  are  hired  for 
the  sale  of  a  variety  of  foods,  but  unwrapped  food  other  than  fruit 
and  vegetables  is  not  permitted  in  the  open-air  section  of  the  market. 


Unsound  Food 

The  following  unsound  foods  w^ere  condemned  upon  voluntary 
surrender  at  shop  premises  : 


Raw  Meat  . 

268 

lbs 

Canned  Meats  . 

939 

lbs 

Canned  Fish  . 

27 

lbs 

Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables  . . . 

879 

lbs 

Other  Foods  . 

2061 

lbs 

Frozen  Foods  . 

36001 

lbs 

5917 

lbs 

The  failure  of  shop  refrigerators  has  become  a  frequent  cause  of 
additional  work  in  this  field  for  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Whilst 
the  issue  of  condemnation  certificates  in  these  cases  serves  mainly  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  insurance  claims,  it  is  nevertheless  most 
important  from  the  public  health  point  of  view  to  ensure  that  the 
affected  food  is  not  refrozen  and  subsequently  sold. 

A  number  of  cases  of  alleged  unfit  food  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year.  The  following 
cases  were  substantiated  after  thorough  investigation.  In  each 
instance  the  firms  or  persons  concerned  were  given  severe  warnings 
but  statutory  action  was  not  instituted  : 

Pre-packed  scones  -  affected  with  mould 
Meat  pie  -  affected  with  mould 
Packet  of  cereals  -  containing  pieces  of  plastic 
Packet  of  suger  -  containing  moth  larvae 


Milk 

Dealers’  Licences  are  issued  by  the  County  Council  whose  staff 
regularly  take  samples  of  the  milk  for  examination.  At  the  end  of 
1971  there  was  only  one  dairy  herd  in  the  District  from  which  milk 
was  normally  retailed,  and  in  this  instance  a  Regulation  20  notice 
was  in  operation.  No  samples  from  this  herd  were  taken  during  the 
year  for  Brucella  examination. 

Ice  Cream 

46  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream.  No  ice  cream  is  known  to  be  manufactured  in  the  district. 
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During  the  summer  months  samples  of  unwrapped  ice  cream  were 
taken  from  various  selling -points  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Chester  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  samples 
are  categorised  by  the  laboratory  according  to  hygienic  standard  in 
grade  1  (good),  2,  3  and  4.  The  results  are  indicated  below  in  the 
chronological  sequence  in  which  the  samples  were  taken. 

Restaurant  A  :  3,  3. 

Restaurant  B  :  3,  3. 

Shop  :  2,  3,  2,  1,  1. 

Vehicle  A  :  2,  1,  2,  1. 

Vehicle  B  :  3,  1,  1,  1. 

Vehicle  C  :  2,  2,  1. 

Food  Hawkers 

Ten  persons  are  registered  as  Hawkers  of  Food  under  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  Act  1953. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Urban  District. 

Other  Registered  Premises 

Eight  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  for  the  preparation  of  cooked 
meats,  etc.  and  nine  premises  are  registered  for  fish  frying. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Rodent  Control 

A  trained  Rodent  Operator,  working  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  spends  approximately  20  hours  per  week 
on  these  duties. 

The  following  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : 


Business  Premises .  99 

Agricultural  Properties  .  16 

Dwelling  Houses .  187 

Local  Authority  Undertakings .  23 


325 
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For  several  months  during  the  year  there  appeared  to  be  an  ab¬ 
normal  amount  of  infestation  in  the  Elworth  area,  but  planned 
inspections  and  concentrated  treatments  overcame  this  problem. 

By  means  of  annual  contracts,  the  Council  deals  with  eleven 
commercial  and  two  agricultural  properties.  Under  this  system, 
early  reports  made  by  the  occupiers  and  periodical  inspections  by  the 
Operator  enable  the  premises  to  be  dealt  with  before  major 
infestations  arise. 

The  sewers  throughout  the  district  are  tested  annually  and  treated 
for  rat  infestation  where  necessary,  but  the  degree  of  infestation  in 
1971  was  slight. 

Warfarin  is  used  as  the  basis  of  treatment  for  rodents  and  there 
is  no  evidence  in  this  area  of  Warfarin -resistence  such  as  has  been 
encountered  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 

Other  Pests 

The  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Health  Department  has  been 
made  available  in  many  cases  of  infestations  of  various  kinds.  Ants, 
earwigs  and  wasps  were  the  principal  causes  of  concern;  while  larvae 
of  the  ermine  moth  were  responsible  for  defoliating  a  considerable 
number  of  hawthorn  hedges  in  the  area. 

Feral  pigeons  in  the  town  centre  have  increased  in  number  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years  and  it  was  decided  during  1971  to  engage 
the  services  of  a  pigeon  eradication  specialist  from  Manchester  ; 
but  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  doubtful  whether  the  success 
envisaged  would  be  achieved. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

There  are  no  pet  shops  in  the  Urban  District. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 

There  are  no  animal  boarding  establishments  in  the  Urban  District. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  Council  have  not  yet  established  any  Smoke  Control  Areas. 
The  question  was  again  under  consideration  during  the  year,  but  it 
was  felt  that  the  prevailing  circumstances  warranted  deferment  of  a 
decision  for  a  further  12  months.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
it  was  obvious  that  the  Council  were  becoming  favourably  inclined 
towards  the  principle  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  and  it  was  anticipated 
that  some  initial  steps  would  be  taken  in  1972. 

Comparatively  little  trouble  was  created  by  industrial  plants  in 
this  area  during  1971.  The  six  offences  which  came  to  light  were 
caused  by  the  inefficient  operation  of  plant  or  through  stupid  actions 
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by  employees,  as  instanced  by  the  burning  of  plastic  reels  in  an  oil- 
fired  furnace.  No  statutory  action  was  taken  in  these  cases, 
co-operation  being  adequately  secured  by  informal  means. 

Noise  Abatement 

The  publicity  afforded  to  this  subject  has  encouraged  people  to 
make  complaints  much  more  readily  than  hitherto.  Distinct 
nuisances  from  noise  have  presented  comparatively  little  difficulty 
in  investigation  and,  even  where  remedies  have  been  of  a  highly 
technical  nature,  co-operation  has  invariably  been  forthcoming.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  marginal  cases  absorb  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  and  the  conclusion  in  these  instances  is  rarely  satisfactory  to  all 
parties. 

During  the  year  45  complaints  were  received  concerning  noise 
nuisance  and  all  these  were  investigated. 

One  long-standing  problem  relating  to  noise  was  resolved  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  when  a  small  engineering  firm  in  a  residential 
area  moved  to  another  district  and  the  vacated  premises  were  sub¬ 
sequently  purchased  by  the  Council  for  use  as  a  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Depot. 


Complaints  received . 

Industrial 

Premises 

17 

Commercial 

Premises 

7 

Clubs 

etc. 

4 

Domestic 

Premises 

17 

Premises  involved  . 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Nuisances  confirmed . 

2 

1 

5 

Remedied  informally . 

2 

1 

- 

5 

Statutory  action . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Public  Health  Nuisances 

(a)  Last  year’s  Report  referred  to  nuisance  caused  by  unpleasant 
fumes  from  a  bone -calcining  plant.  Court  proceedings  were  in¬ 
stituted  and  resulted  in  the  firm  concerned  complying  with  the 
Council’s  requirement  to  install  after -burning  apparatus.  The  in¬ 
stallation  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  1971  and,  apart  from 
brief  mechanical  breakdowns,  has  operated  satisfactorily  and  has 
abated  the  nuisance. 

(b)  The  construction  of  a  new  housing  estate  immediately  adjacent 
to  a  concrete  works  inevitably  gave  rise  to  complaints  of  nuisance 
from  dust  and  noise.  These  problems  have  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  intermittently  throughout  the  year. 
A  number  of  mechanical  improvements  have  been  effected,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  fitting  of  an  improved  type  of  filter  unit  to  the  silos. 
However,  despite  the  good  intentions  of  the  firm,  it  is  not  possible 
to  forsee  a  complete  solution  to  the  trouble.  A  works  using  sand, 
lime  and  pulverised  fuel  ash  is  unlikely  to  be  completely  free  from 
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dust,  and  a  conveyor -belt  loading  throughout  the  night  will  not 
operate  entirely  without  noise. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered  premises 
receiving  general 
insp.  during  year 

Offices  . 

1 

40 

37 

Retail  Shops  . 

48 

47 

Wholesale  Shops  &  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

- 

1 

the  public,  canteens  . 

8 

7 

Fuel  storage  depots . 

- 

TOTAL 

1 

97 

91 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 

premises  under  the  Act .  146 


Analysis  of  Contraventions 


No. 

of  Contraventions  found 

Section 

4 

Cleanliness  . 

3 

Section 

5 

Overcrowding  . 

Section 

6 

Temperature  . 

1 

Section 

7 

Ventilation  . 

Section 

8 

Lighting  . 

Section 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences  . 

5 

Section 

10 

Washing  facilities  . 

Section 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water  . 

Section 

12 

Clothing  accommodation  . 

Section 

13 

Sitting  facilities . 

Section 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  . 

Section 

15 

Eating  facilities . 

Section 

16 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  . 

I 

Section 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery . 

Section 

18 

Protection  of  young  persons 

from  dangerous  machinery 

Section 

19 

Training  of  young  persons  working 

at  dangerous  machinery 

Section 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

Section 

24 

First  Aid  . 

Section 

50 

Information  for  employees  . 

21 

TOTAL 

31 

Court  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  instance  under  Section 
10  and  resulted  in  the  provision  of  the  necessary  washing  facilities. 


Exemptions 

No  applications  were  received  for  exemption  from  the  provisions 
of  the  Act. 
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Accidents 

No  accidents  were  reported  under  this  Act  during  1971. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  in  the  belief  that  some  accidents 
might  be  going  unreported,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  occupiers 
of  all  registered  premises  indicating  the  legal  obligations  and  stress¬ 
ing  the  importance  of  compliance. 

Factories  Act  1961 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


No.  of 


Premises 

i^U.  Uil 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

12 

7 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities... 

63 

12 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises)  . 

6 

14 

TOTAL  81  33  — 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2)  .  . 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S.3)  ... 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficienl  . 

(b)  Unsuitable /defect. 

(c)  Not  sep.  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work)  . 


TOTAL  2  2 


Outworkers  —  Nil 
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